
A sax player is like a banana: when he leaves the bunch, he gets skinned.
Love many, trust few and always play your own saxophone.

A saxophonist can’t do more than he can do. What says Don Ferdinando?
A saxophonist never becomes an orator if he has something to say.

A poor saxophonist is always behind.
All men are fools, but all fools are not saxophone players.

A tree never hits a sax player except in self defense.
A saxophonist with cotton stockings never sees a mouse.

Don’t judge a saxophone by its cover.
Even a saxophonist knows the difference between being stumbled over and being kicked.

Every man has a saxophone up his sleeve.
From little saxophones mighty oaks do grow.

If you can’t play two saxophones at once, you shouldn’t be in the circus.
In saxophone playing, a man must learn to rise above principle.

It takes three generations to make a sax player.
Let the big saxophonist eat first.

Man cannot live by playing sax alone.
Saxophonists seek less to be instructed than applauded.

Never swap saxophones crossing a stream.
Opportunities, like gigs, come one at a time.

Praise makes a bad sax player worse.
Put your saxophone where your mouth is.

Saxophonists are born, not made.
Put your trust in playing the sax, and keep your powder dry.

The bad saxophonist blames his tools.
Cemeteries are filled with sax players who thought the world couldn’t get along without them.

Time heals all bad saxophone playing.
When sax playing interferes with business, give up business.

Where there’s saxophone playing, there’s fire.
All saxophone players are not cast in the same mold.

Bad sax playing on your part does not constitute an emergency on the listener’s part.
Saxophonists will be saxophonists.

Don’t close the barn door after the sax player runs away.
Don’t play a lot of notes where a little will do.

Good sax players make good neighbors.
Saxophone players are sometimes blind in their own cause.
Never be content with your sax playing. Try for a lot more.

Never miss a good chance to use rests.

Proverbs For Saxophone Players

Taken from selected American proverbs of days gone by and customized somewhat for saxophonists.


