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GUEST MUSICIANS
Don McGinnis (bass) – Axle Grease
Tad Parker (drums) – Axle Grease, New Moon

EASY FUNK AND BLUES 
CD Tracks 2-7 Full Performance 
CD Tracks 9-14 Play-Along 
1. Introduction 
2. New Moon 
3. Nighthawk 
4. Mr. Moto’s Day Off 
5. At the Bistro 
6. Axle Grease 
7. The Iguana 
8. Tuning Notes (B flat, E flat) 
9. New Moon 
10. Nighthawk 
11. Mr. Moto’s Day Off 
12. At the Bistro 
13. Axle Grease 
14. The Iguana

THE TUNES
	 New Moon (tracks 2 & 9) is standard organ tenor sax quar-
tet fare a la Jimmy Smith. Classic funky jazz sound on a blues 
structure with a small twist at the end. Play some dominant 
scales and blues pentatonics and wail away.
	 Nighthawk (tracks 3 & 10) is more of a jazz fusion influence 
here, in the style of Tom Scott or Steely Dan. The sax solo is 
predominantly in a minor key so don’t sweat the extra sharps. A 
minor key often implies (as it does here) that you basically lose 
three sharps in the key signature.
	 Mr. Moto’s Day Off (tracks 4 & 11) is ultra smooth and laid 
back. Look for an easy groove to your solo. The solo except for the 
last bar is over just one chord, so the vibe is of the utmost impor-
tance in the solo.
	 At The Bistro (tracks 5 & 12) is again that classic organ tenor 
sax combo sound. Don’t forget to modulate down a semi-tone for 
the 2nd and 3rd choruses of the sax solo. It’s a minor key feel so 
again the extra sharps won’t be a problem.
	 Axle Grease (tracks 6 & 13) is pure R&B soul groove. Think 
King Curtis on the sax here. Throw in a few quotes as I have 
done for guaranteed audience appeal.
	 The Iguana (tracks 7 & 14) is pure fun! Easy key, easy changes 
(I-IV), easy tempo. Lock in to the groove and let it fly. You have 
lots of time to develop the solo. Start low and then build up the 
intensity as the tune progresses. There is a synthesizer pad 
added at the last 16 bars of the sax solo to let you know when to 
stop. §
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Funky Soul (116 b.p.m.)
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Bob JohnsonFunky (107 b.p.m.)
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Bobby BrewerSlow Funk

© 2005 Funkdawg Music, All Rights Reserved, used by permission



� January/February 2007

Bob JohnsonShuffle Blues (160 b.p.m.)
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Bob Johnson
Easy Groovin’ Funk (105 b.p.m.)
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